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There’s something about this post-
Christmas time which is somehow 
energising: no need to think about 
food shopping and menus (in fact 
better not!); no racking brains for 
present ideas; no cards to write. 
 
So what to do with all this “spare” 
time?  Our first resolution is to catch 
up with friends who we neglected 
last year - the Christmas cards  
weren’t recycled until a list of “must 
see” had been made and some dates 
are already in the diary before the 
busyness of day to day life takes 
over completely again. 
 
It’s that  time of year too when we 
renew our Covenant  relationship 
with God, including that prayer 
which surely touches the heart and 
conscience of all who say it; the 
promises are not to be taken lightly - 
see page 5 for more on this. 
 
May this year bring you times of 
joy, reflection and tranquillity 
amidst the turmoil of our ever-
changing world. 
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WORSHIP CONSULTATION MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 2 nd February , starting 
at 8.00pm.  Everyone is welcome to come. We will be reviewing the 
Christmas Services, planning the Easter Services and considering 
other worship ideas.   

Steve Bottom  �

,�'%!�����)�

PASTORAL VISITORS MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the pastoral visitors takes place at the church on Wednesday 
February 29 at 8.00pm, chaired by Lynn Smith our pastoral co-ordinator. 
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The Covenant service 
‘I am no longer my own but yours ---’ 

 
Methodists hold an annual Covenant Service – a celebration of all that God has 
done and an affirmation that we give our lives and choices to God. It is an invita-
tion for people to renew their covenant relationship with God. Most churches hold 
the service at the beginning of the New Year, but some hold them in September at 
the start of the Methodist Year. 
 
The Covenant Service goes back to John Wesley’s time. He wanted a form of wor-
ship which would help people open themselves to God more fully. In 1755 Wesley 
created such a service, using material from the writings of the seventeenth-century 
puritan divines, Joseph and Richard Alleine. Over succeeding generations the 
Methodist Church has made changes to the service so that it continues to be rele-
vant to congregations using it.  
 
The aim of the service is to help people hear God’s offer and God’s challenge; to 
provide space for God to prompt and for people to respond. Yet, more than this, 
for the Covenant Service is not just a one-to-one transaction between individuals 
and God, it is an act of the whole faith community. 
 
Both the Covenant Prayer and Service are regarded as jewels of Methodism and 
one of the most distinctive contributions of Methodism to the liturgy of the Church 
in general. Other churches are now discovering it and making use of it in their 
worshipping life. 
 
What God offers through the Covenant is a loving relationship. It is not a business 
contract set up between God and humanity for the provision of certain goods and 
services. Rather, it is the means of grace by which we accept the relationship God 
offers and then seek to sustain it: 
 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant … I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. Jeremiah 31.31, 33 (NRSV) These words are 
read out as part of the Covenant Service. 
 
The focal point of the service is the Covenant Prayer. It embraces the whole of life, 
in all its parts. Most people find it quite tough to say this and really mean it. It is 
uncomfortable and challenging. It asks questions of our faith and demands that we 
examine our relationship with God. 
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The Covenant prayer 
 

I am no longer my own but yours. 
Your will, not mine, be done in all things, 

wherever you may place me, 
in all that I do 

and in all that I may endure; 
when there is work for me 
and when there is none; 

when I am troubled 
and when I am at peace. 

Your will be done 
when I am valued 

and when I am disregarded; 
when I find fulfilment 
and when it is lacking; 
when I have all things, 

and when I have nothing. 
I willingly offer 
all I have and am 

to serve you, 
as and where you choose. 
Glorious and blessèd God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
you are mine and I am yours. 

May it be so for ever. 
Let this covenant now made on earth 

be fulfilled in heaven. Amen. 
 
 
The Covenant Prayer has been compared by some to a set of New Year resolutions, 
but ones that emphasise the importance of doing and being as much as believing. 
But more than that, the prayer represents a commitment to being a disciple and put-
ting God first in our lives and in everything about our lives: what we do, what we 
say and who we are. It is both a surrender to, and a trust in, God. 
The final few words are a gracious reminder: ‘You are mine and I am yours’. We 
don’t pray and live just in our own strength – but in God’s. 
 
(Article partially adapted from the Methodist e-news newsletter Buzz) 

�5�������0���6��������-��� �����-&�

Angels through the eyes of children 
 
I only know the names of two angels: Hark and Har-
old - Gregory, 5 
 

Everybody’s got it all wrong; angels don’t wear halos any more. I forget 
why, but scientists are working on it. Olive, 9 
 
It’s not easy to become an angel! First, you die, then you go to heaven, 
and then there’s still the flight training to go through. And then you got to 
agree to wear those angel clothes. Matthew, 9 
 
Angels work for God and watch over kids when God has to go do some-
thing else. Mitchell, 7 
 
My guardian angel helps me with maths, but he’s not much good for sci-
ence. Henry, 8 
 
Angels don’t eat, but they drink milk from Holy Cows !!! Jack, 6 
 
Angels talk all the way while they’re flying you up to heaven. The main 
subject is where you went wrong before you got dead. Daniel, 9 
 
When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath and counts to ten, and 
when he lets out his breath, somewhere there’s a tornado. Reagan, 10 
 
Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If you lose a tooth, an 
angel comes in through your window and leaves money under your pil-
low. Then when it gets cold, angels go north for the winter. Sarah, 6 
 
Angels live in cloud houses made by God and his son, who’s a very good 
carpenter. Jared, 8 
 
All angels are girls because they gotta wear dresses and 
boys didn’t go for it. Antonio, 9 
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MAF make regular flights to Korr, northern Kenya, in support of Tearfund's educa-
tion and food distribution amongst the Rendille and Samburu. We also support 
Tearfund's work in northern Uganda and southern Sudan. 
In Tanzania, we support Haydom Hospital a missionary hospital that has operated 
since 1953. We fly a monthly medical safari, taking teams of doctors to remote 
villages to provide healthcare, vaccination programmes and mother-and-child clin-
ics. Often, evangelists will join the safari and share the Gospel while the medical  
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For those who, like me were unable to be at the service when the representative 
from MAF-UK introduced us to our new church charity, here is a bit of back-
ground information from their website maf-uk.org: 

‘We’re a dynamic Christian organisation operating more than 135 aircraft across 
over 35 countries in the developing world. Flying across hostile environments, we 
reach the world’s most isolated people.  
We partner with over 1,000 organisations to bring physical and spiritual care to 
those who need it most. 
��
Enabling the vital work of others 
 
We work in close partnership with over 1,000 missions, providing flights and lo-
gistical support for their outreach to communities in developing nations. These 
missions include aid agencies, missions, relief and development organisations, 
government departments, local churches and other national groups. Their work 
covers healthcare, emergency relief, development and the bringing of God's word.  
 
Church  
 
We seek to promote the growth of the church, working with indigenous churches 
and groups to enable spiritual outreach. We also support the work of many visiting 
churches as they encourage fledgling churches or those who have suffered perse-
cution. 
For example, in Guatemala we support a Bible teaching programme, training those 
who lead congregations in the villages. And in Arnhem Land we provide flights 
for local Aboriginal ministers, enabling them to share the Gospel in remote areas. 
‘No one else flies for the churches’  says Pastor Way, Bunia Bible School, East 
DRC. 

Mission 
 
A great number of those we fly are mission organisations who seek to bring both 
physical and spiritual care to those in isolated regions. One such is Tearfund, the 
Christian relief and development agency working with a global network of  
churches to help eradicate poverty.  
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